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ABSTRACT  

The purpose of this study is to know the sociology of farming farmer’s cassava in 

Muting District. Research needs to be done because by knowing the pattern and life 

expectancy of the community at the village level can be the basis for the preparation of 

planning action of tapioca flour factory development in Merauke. The type of research 

is field survey research using the method of data acquisition purposive sampling. 

Results of field data and information indicate that the community in Muting District 

consists of local and non-local communities. Most people have livelihoods as farmers. 

Agricultural system applied that is agriculture traditional. Local people for their daily 
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life have livelihoods from hunting, fishing and farming in the garden or yard. The 

results of hunting, fishing, and cultivation are used for family consumption needs, but 

if there is a new residue will be sold to the home environment. While non-local farmers 

have the main livelihood as fruit farmers other than currently farmers working in oil 

palm plantations that operate the Muting area. Farmers in Muting cultivate cassava in 

small areas, cassava is only cultivated in the yard and more in family consumption and 

the largest land area of 1 ha. With 1 ha of planting area, farmers are still experiencing 

marketing constraints. The marketing constraints of cassava ie the distance to the 

market center is very far and the cost of transportation is high. If marketed to Muting 

and the surrounding environment, the low purchasing power of people, because the 

people in general have a cassava plant even in the yard and was quite consumed by the 

family. Cassava consumption by the community in Merauke is not a staple food but only 

as a side food and food diversification efforts are still very low.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Rural sociology is a sociology that describes and includes human relationships within and 

between groups in the rural environment. Activities in recognizing the sociology of rural 

communities to gather information about the community and its relationships depicting the 

behavior, attitudes, feelings, motives and human activities that live in certain rural 

environments.  

A village or a village is a legal entity in which a ruling society lives its own government. 

CS Kansil found that village is a place that is occupied by a number of residents as a unity of 

society including the unity of society including the unity of the legal community which has the 

lowest government organization directly under the Camat and is able to hold its own household 

in the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia.  

Merauke Regency is a unity of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia which 

consists of 20 districts or sub-districts with an area of 4.6 million km2 and consists of 160 

villages or villages. The central government of Merauke Regency is located in Merauke District 

as the administrative and economic center of Merauke Regency.  

The potential of natural resources that is very extraordinary and can support the regional 

economy is the land resources for agriculture (Kotta et al., 2018). Agriculture in Merauke 

regency has become a good hope of agriculture, crop farming, plantation and horticulture.  

The population of Merauke Regency has reached 278,200 people. The population is spread 

over 20 districts by the year 2017. The two inhabitants are local or indigenous Papuans and the 

population of transmigration. Locals in Merauke District. The survey results were conducted 

in several districts in Merauke District, Sota District, Elikobel, Muting, Elikobel, Tanah 

Miring, Kurik, Animha, Malind, and Kurik indicated that for the local population spread over 

the 9 districts still depend on nature. While the transmigration community in the nine districts 

are livelihood as farmers.  
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The local government of Merauke through its vision, development mission compiled the 

pillar of development in order to accelerate the pace of its development. One of the pillars that 

became the focus of the development of M erauke Regency in 2017-2021 is the agricultural 

sector and the populist economy. One of the agricultural commodities targeted by the program 

to improve the social life of rural communities is cassava. Cassava is one of the commodities 

that is expected to encourage the populist economy in the countryside with processing into 

tapioca flour (Razif et al., 2006). The idea of the local government, it is necessary to conduct a 

basic study on the sociology of cassava farmers as basic information local government in 

making the development strategy tapioca factory in Merauke regency.  

The goal to be achieved in this research is to know the sociology of farming farmer cassava 

in Muting District. Research needs to be done because by knowing life pattern and life 

expectancy of society at village level can be the basis of preparation of planning action of 

tapioca flour factory development in Merauke.  

2. METHODS 

This research will focus on areas that have the characteristics of agricultural areas in Sigabel 

and Mbilanggo Villages in Muting District. The reason for Muting District was made a research 

place because Muting District most of the people live as farmers, gather and work also in palm 

oil company sector. Research type in this study is a survey research using purposive sampling 

method which means the sample is deliberately taken as a respondent. The sample is the 

smallest portion of the population that represents the empirical data of the study (Suhardjono, 

2007). Sugiono (2002) interpret the population of the generalization region consisting of a 

subject or object which then in conclusion. In this study set at 10 sample respondents. In the 

data retrieval in the field. The field data were collected from key informants such as village 

heads, district heads and people living in villages in Muting District. Other useful methods 

were provided (Djamali and Betaubun, 2019; Djamali et al., 2018; Nurcholis and Muchlis, 

2018; Suryaningsih et al., 2018; Untari et al., 2018; Untari and Mekiuw, 2018; Welliken and 

Melmambessy, 2018). Based on survey data in the form of information and data followed by 

the analysis of information and data descriptively to be able to answer the purpose of this study.  

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

3.1. Sociology of Rural Local Communities of Cassava Farmers in Merauke 

Regency  

Basically the social structure is divided into two, namely: the social structure of stati s that 

concerns how the community is vertically and horizontally, vertically divided into: social 

stratification (land ownership, livestock ownership, religious piety, goods). While horizontal 

form of certain social groups (cattle groups), community of feeling. The dynamic sos ial 

structure is the pattern of organized relationships (pattern).  

In general, social structures in rural areas are simple social structures because of their equal 

or uniform majority of livelihoods, rural activities (localite activities) that are limited to the 

question of how to survive and meet the needs of their households.  

The dependence of the local community on nature is so far still high with the main 

livelihoods to support family life that is as gatherer and fisherman which is made as a source 

of income for the family. The results of this study is similar to one of Sembiring and Arya 

(2014) research results conducted in the disaster prone areas of Kampung Laut Subdistrict, 

Cilacap Regency that the livelihood source there are three aspects of shaping the livelihood 

strategy that is non-farm sector, off farm and livelihood engineering strategy.  
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The local villages in Muting District are Waan, Selauw, Pond, Boha, and Pachas villages. 

Peramu and fishermen are the source of the family's livelihood that is the responsibility of all 

family members, especially the head of the family, the husband who is assisted by the wife and 

the child if it has entered the productive age. The concept of living has meaning as a way of 

life. This concept is usually aligned with the concept of livelihood. Dharmawan (2006) 

provides clarification that livelihood has a broader sense than just means of living which means 

narrowly as a livelihood. Livelihood strategies are the various combinations of activities and 

choices of livelihood activities undertaken to achieve the needs and goals of life (Aristiyani, 

2001) in Tulak 2009. Livelihood strategies are the processes by which households construct an 

activity and capabilities of diverse social support for survive or improve their standard of living 

(Tulak, 2009). 

Local people or indigenous Papuans living in the Muting District surveyed the Mbilanggo 

Village everyday are still hunting into the forest to search for food by capturing wild animals 

ie deer, wild pigs, kanghuru, and even rats. In addition, people are looking for other food 

sources, namely Sago as their foodstuffs, tubers are also a staple food of indigenous Papuans. 

Tubers that they consume the sweet potato or commonly more familiar in call betatas, cassava 

or cassava are usually familiar in call kasbi, taro, and other tubers. But this culture has also 

gradually begun to erode as more transformation of non-indigenous people into their territory. 

The influence of non-indigenous people with the ease of getting in and out of their villages 

with the better means of transportation make changes in consumption patterns of society. 

Currently, local/indigenous people are getting used to eating introduced food from outside 

communities or non-indigenous people who eat rice. Changes in lifestyles and consumption of 

people are also supported by land use factors for palm oil plantations. But independently of 

food, people in local villages already have the independence of family food with the culture of 

life that they get from generation to generation from their ancestors. This is in line with the 

theory of Suparno, et al. (2011) that the economic independence of society is influenced by 

Fak Fak tor tor at the outside in the community itself.  

The clearing of forest land into oil palm plantations is the ulayat land of the kampung 

community, so the people who are still being harvested with the forest products begin to shift 

into the cultivation community. This is due to the sago swamp began to decrease in number, 

the game began to decrease and the results became decreased. Menuru t its function of forests 

to support the lives of local communities because of the transfer factor of forest land into oil 

palm plantations encourage people to maintain family food security by cultivating crops. The 

transition from being a farmer or a farming farmer began to be cultivated by local people, 

farming local people using home garden and garden lands made by the community. Community 

gardens are in the vicinity of ulayat rights land based on the clans of the community tribes that 

exist in each of these villages.  

Plants cultivated by local communities around the yard or garden are cassava, sweet potato, 

chili, taro, banana, vegetables such as beans, mustard, papaya, and medicinal plants such as 

sere, galangal, turmeric and etc. These types of crops are grown to increase their food security 

by household scale. The results of their own consumption of community farming then the rest 

they sell to direct consumers or household consumers or to the parent market is the existing 

market in the district capital of Merauke. Cultivation technology that people use is still very 

modest selected with the improvised technology or manual. Cultivation technology used is 

hoes, machetes, sickles and shovels.  

The rural sociology of local communities in Muting District conducted by a potential study 

survey for the development of tapioca flour industry in Merauke needs to get attention and 

careful consideration from the local government in making policy with the empowerment of 
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local community in the program to improve people's economy concerning culture and lifestyle 

all this time.  

Cassava as one of the main food of local people besides sago and other tubers. Cassava 

cultivation is done in the yard with a very limited area. The area of the yard in the local village 

is 25 x 100 m2. The cassava production is only consumed by the family and the rest will be 

sold to support the family's economy. This is also done during the cultivation of banana, chilli 

and other garden crops. The main purpose of cultivation is household food security. The reason 

why farmers do not plant cassava in the larger amount of land because the market potential in 

Merauke is still very low. The distance to the city center to market the agricultural products of 

the community is very far away. Of the nine districts we surveyed, only the nearest Semangga 

district is approximately 30 km from the parent market. While the furthest distance is the 

district of Animha and Ulilin distance to hundreds of kilo meters and requires a very high 

transport costs of Rp. 20,000 - Rp. 50,000 / bags of congenital society if using public 

transportation such as rural transport or Dampri buses.  

In addition to the potential of agricultural land, the waters also save potential to support the 

rural/Village economy in 9 (nine) districts. Sector very large scale inland fisheries, in addition 

to farming communities in the garden or yard which limited its range also have or as fishermen 

/ fishing. Sources of livelihood that the community they are currently doing creates family food 

self-sufficiency by processing natural resources while still paying attention to local wisdom to 

maintain environmental balance. This is also the case in the study conducted by Supartono, et 

al. (2011) that the development carried out including achieving economic independences 

should not drain the existing resources, but instead instead expand and develop the role of 

resources in order to create their respective contributions optimally.  

Local people in the 9 (Nine) districts of Semangga, Jagebob, Kurik, Malind, Animha rely 

on family life on land fisheries. Some of their areas contain river or swamp areas where local 

fish or introduced fish from outside the breeding areas in their area and abundant production. 

The community will catch fish in rivers and swamps for family consumption and the rest will 

be marketed to collectors or household consumers. People rarely sell fish to the parent market 

because transportation is expensive because of the precise distance of production with the 

market far enough. The capability of fish catch is still very limited because the catching is done 

traditionally by using manual fishing line, using the net, also wearing a parabola or round net, 

sometimes even catching fish by hand by hand if water in the swamp starts to decrease and 

along the water flow of the Kali Maro river if the water is receding.  

The catch of this fish is very supportive of the family economy, the catch of fish if not sold 

fresh then the fish will be if the salted fish. Types of fish that can be processed into salted fish 

is a cork fish or familiar with the name of gastor fish by the people of Merauke. The population 

of gastor fish is very much swamp began to dry so that people can catch fish easily with large 

amounts. Gastor fish also treated by local communities into salted fish and 1 (one) kg in buy 

wholesale traders Rp. 20,000 - Rp. 35.000 / kg. The ability of people to process salted fish 

because there is guidance from the government through SKP related. In addition, collecting 

and wholesale traders continually provide assistance to the salted fish processing community 

and some provide production materials such as salt. This happens in the community in the Sota 

District, especially those living in the local village of Erambu and Torai villages.  

3.2. Rural sociology of non-local community’s cassava growers  

Agriculture in Merauke Regency continues to grow and receive special attention from the 

central government from time to time with the availability of adequate resources in Merauke. 



Untari, Riza Fachrizal, Nova Suryawati Monika, Rosa Delima Pangaribuan, Diana Sri Susanti and 

Nurcholis 

 http://www.iaeme.com/IJCIET/index.asp 712 editor@iaeme.com 

Agricultural development cannot be separated from the role of the community as a farmer. The 

farmers in Merauke are divided into two, namely local farmers and non-local farmers.  

Non-local farmers in Merauke are farmers of transmigration communities. Transmigration 

in Merauke since the 70s, the Trans community in Merauke migration come from various tribes 

in Indonesia. The transmigration areas are dominated by several ethnic groups, namely West 

Java, Central Java, East Java and NTT. One of the tran smigrasi areas is Muting District. 

Muting District consists of 12 villages. Village Data and Land Area are presented in Table 1.  

Table 1. Shows that Muting District has 6 transmigration villages namely Afkab Makmur 

Village, Wan Wai Bob, Andaito, Sigabel, Set Agung Inscription, and Enggol Jaya. The 

villages/rural Tran’s communities in Muting come from the tribes of Java and NTB. The 

livelihood of the transmigration community is as a farmer. Cultivated commodities are tubers 

(cassava, sweet potato), beans (peanuts, soybean), and fruits (rambutan, durian, and manggo).  

Since entering the palm oil company in Merauke, especially in Muting, changed the rural 

societies of the Muting community itself. Formerly the muting community was concerned with 

the family's economic life in the field of agriculture, the availability of dimeable land is only 

suitable for some agricultural commodities, while the market price for agricultural 

commodities they produce does not support the acceleration of the economic value of the 

family.  

Table 1. Land Area and Percentage of Villages in Muting District, 2015. 

 Village Area (km2) Percentage 

 (1) (2) (3) 

1. Afkab Makmur 590.36 15.26 

2. Wan Wai Bob 40.02 1.03 

3. Selauw 1,153,56 29.82 

4. Waan 260.45 6.73 

5. Youito 59.95 1.55 

6. Pachas 1.342.64 34.71 

7. Sigabel 45.04 1.16 

8. Muting 132,41 3.42 

9. The Great Set of Inscriptions 24.52 0.63 

10. Enggol Jaya 57.33 1.48 

11. Pool 72.30 1.87 

12. Boha 89.50 2.31 

 Total 3.868.08 100.00 

Source: Central Bureau of Statistics of Merauke Regency, 2016.  

The low prices of agricultural products in the market and the high cost of transportation i 

marketing push me seacoast community to another district or to the City of M erauke to find 

the source of new jobs. But now with the presence of palm oil companies, encourage people to 

return to the village to occupy the house and yard of transmigration quota. But the purpose of 

returning to the village is to become a factory worker in an oil palm company operating in 

Muting District and a palm oil company operating near the Muting area, such as Ulilin such as 

PT. BCA, PT. Dongin Prabawa, and PT. PAL.  

The transmigration community in Muting is currently more reliant on the plantation palm 

oil plantation in the yard of the house. Yard of transmigration house measuring 25 x 100 m2 is 

used to plant the annual fruits whose selling value is quite promising that is rambutan and 
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durian. The current profession as a farmer eventually becomes a side job after return from oil 

palm plantations.  

4. CONCLUSION 

The result of the research concludes that the sociology of cassava farmers in Muting District 

that is cassava farming only meets the needs of family consumption, farming cassava only in 

the yard of the house only and in the narrow land area. The sweet potato cultivator in D Muting 

part of the time is now became an employee of a palm oil company operating in Muting District 

and Ulilin District and Elikobel. The low willingness of farmers in the Muting area to become 

cassava farmers is due to the low market absorption capacity of cassava production supported 

by the distance mileage from t four production to market. In addition, diversification efforts of 

processed food based on cassava are still low.  
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